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2 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

This Local Place Plan is presented by Strathblane Community Council (SCC) and Strathblane 
Community Development Trust (SC336337) (SCDT) on behalf of the people in Strathblane and 
Blanefield and the surrounding area covered by SCC for the purpose of informing the Local 
Development Plan (LDP). It sets out our agreed principles and priorities and will be the 
document we turn to when assessing potential new development proposals. It also serves as 
our Community Action Plan. 

Our community consultation has suggested some guiding principles  that our community cares 
about and underpins our plan: 

1. We treasure the location of our villages and the Campsie Fells and have an underlying 
resistance to large scale development 

2. We wish to preserve our rural location and are against development between 
Strathblane and Milngavie 

3. Our local economy needs to be resilient for a productive, liveable and sustainable 
community 

4. Our community works together to be supportive and caring and to offer more to young 
people. 

5. Our community must take decisions about our future over the next ten years and 
beyond. 

Our priorities are set out under 4 related themes : 

Theme 1 - Traffic : The villages straddle the A81, which is the main route to the 
Trossachs and the commute to Glasgow for communities in SW Stirling. Pedestrian 
safety and speeding traffic are serious concerns for our community. Our plan highlights 
our proposals to put pedestrians first. 

Theme 2 - The right kind of homes, in the right places : our community supports 
sustainable development of housing that meets the needs of our communities even if it 
means releasing green belt to achieve modest development. We need affordable homes 
to rent and buy and homes  for downsizing to release larger homes for families.  

Theme 3 - Delivering for and strengthening our community sustainability and 
address climate change : key activities have been identified by our community and are 
shown in our new Community Action Plan. 

Theme 4 - Supporting our local infrastructure : infrastructure improvements are needed to 
ensure that developments and community projects are sustainable, such as future proofing the 
sewage works, building the cemetery extension, delivering parking and EV charging, paths and 
improving broadband.   
Consultation  

Community Consultation specific to this LPP took place through 2024 via a community survey 
and drop-in consultation sessions in early 2025. These were publicised through our newsletter, 
Facebook page and website. The results were published on the Community Council website. 
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Actions  

¶ TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT 
¶ Effective methods are required to tackle the problem of speeding within the village even 

if these are expensive to provide including safe crossing points. New housing 
developments and the new cemetery must contribute to traffic management/ calming. 
More parking space must be provided to sustain local businesses and improve road 
safety.  

¶ Public transport needs to be improved and made more affordable to encourage use and 
Stirling concession cards should integrate with train travel to Glasgow. 
 

¶ THE RIGHT HOMES IN THE RIGHT PLACES 
¶ Subject to satisfactory enhancements in traffic management, and subject to guarantees 

that any development would be geared to community need, we could support the 
release of green belt land on the North and South sides of the A81 to the west of the 
village. To secure the right kind development, planning rules must be designed to 
ensure local needs are met. 

¶ The right kind of development from our perspective is social and affordable housing, 
low-cost home ownership and properties to downsize to release larger properties for 
families. Our community is against building any more high value properties. 

¶ Planning rules must also prevent ċĤƨƚĲШŸŉШљĤƖŸƽŰŉŔĲũĬњШĲǂĦĲƓƣŔŸŰs within the Green 
Belt. 

¶ Developments must not increase flood risk in areas of the settlement downstream. 

 

¶ SUSTAINABILITY 
¶ The Community Council will support the newly formed local energy development group, 

looking at providing renewable energy for the village. 
¶ We will support the protection of nature throughout our area and strengthen the 

protection of biodiversity. 
¶ We will continue to encourage our community to take action to address climate change. 
¶ We will develop local recycling opportunities 

 

¶ INFRASTRUCTURE 
¶ Some growth in small businesses and tourism to support the local hotel and cafe, 

shops and other services should be encouraged. 
¶ A workable cemetery site must be confirmed (currently planned next to Braidgate on 

Campsie Road). 
¶ Public toilets open every day required to encourage visitors to stay locally. The 

community will use our best endeavours to achieve this. 
¶ The community will continue with ambitious plans to improve the path and cycle 

network for active travel. 
¶ Build on potential of john muir Way and West highland Way and promote small growth 

in businesses and tourism to secure local facilities and local employment 
¶ Efforts to drain the King George V playing fields will continue along with play and sports 

facilities 
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¶ We expect Scottish Water, the power networks and British Telecom to continue to bring 
their infrastructure up to date. 

¶ We will continue to work towards the provision of Superfast Broadband for the whole 
settlement area. 

¶ Local  health services must be protected and we will continue to monitor any proposed 
changes to our provision. 
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3 ABOUT OUR COMMUNITY TODAY 

This local place plan (LPP) covers the Strathblane Community Council area. It is made up of the 
conjoined villages of Strathblane and Blanefield that lie in the valley of the Blane Water to the 
south-west of the Stirling area, around 4 miles from the Glasgow conurbation and about 26 
miles from Stirling. It straddles the A81 and A809 tourist routes to The Trossachs and the Loch 
Lomond & Trossachs National Park. The Campsie Fells and Strathblane Hills, part of the 
Southern Hills Local Landscape Area that provides an attractive backdrop to the north, whilst to 
the south lies the rising land of the Muirhouse and Dumbrock Muirs and Mugdock Country Park.  

We are indebted ƣŸШÉƣŔƖũŔŰŊШ9ŸƨŰĦŔũќƚШÂũċĦĲШÂƖŸŉŔũĲ1 for providing much of the information 
presented here.  

Historically comprising the three villages of Edenkill, Netherton and Blanefield, the form of the 
individual settlements has become lost since the expansion and development of the villages 
since 1950 and the area is now a dormitory area for Glasgow. Dispersed larger properties in 
Mugdock and Mugdock Country Park are located 1.5 miles to the south. 

The estate of Carbeth lies approximately 2 miles west of Strathblane, comprising farmland, 
lochs, woodlands, gardens, estate houses and offices. A number of buildings and structures of 
architectural or historic interest including two listed buildings - Carbeth Guthrie house and 
Clachan Cottage. Two designated conservation areas, Carbeth North and Carbeth South cover 

 

1 See Strathblane and Blanefield and ÉƣŔƖũŔŰŊШ9ŸƨŰĦŔũќƚШ§ƓĲŰШ?ċƣċШƚŔƣĲШhttps://data -stirling-
council.hub.arcgis.com/  
 

Figure 1 - Map showing Strathblane Community Council Area 

© Crown copyright and database right. All 

https://arcg.is/i9TCu0
https://data-stirling-council.hub.arcgis.com/
https://data-stirling-council.hub.arcgis.com/
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the Carbeth Huts, reflecting the important social history of the hutting tradition and the unique 
nature of Carbeth as the largest remaining hutting community in Scotland. The estate also lies 
in the Green Belt. The area around Auchengillan in the south western outlying area includes the 
Auchengillan scout camp. 

Strathblane & Blanefield is classified as an 'accessible rural 
area' by the Scottish Government and, according to National 
Records of Scotland's mid-2022 population estimates, 
Strathblane Community Council area has an estimated total 
population of 2,301.  

Figure 3 displays the percentages of each age group based on 
the mid-2022 population estimates for the settlement area2. 
It suggests that ΡΝЮΣӖШŸŉШÉƣƖċƣőĤũċŰĲШċŰĬШ7ũċŰĲŉŔĲũĬќƚШ
population are aged between 26 to 66 years old whilst 17.4% 
are aged between 0 to 16 years old and just under 1/4 (24.1%) 
of the population are aged 67+. 

3.1 DEPRIVATION 
According to the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD)3, the Blanefield settlement 
datazone (S01013007) is within the 20% least deprived areas in Scotland whilst the Strathblane 
settlement datazone (S01013008) is within the 30% least deprived areas in Scotland. 

Within the SIMD criteria, however, there is one category where our community does score as 
deprived: Access. The settlement zones are in the 20% most deprived areas for access. The 
Blane Valley datazone outwith the settlements (S01013006) is within the 6% most deprived 
areas for Access.  

3.2 HEALTH STATISTICS  
Health statistics available are for the wider area of Blane Valley. 

 

2 (The census data does not map well onto the community council area as a whole.) 
3 https://stirling -
council.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=f9d119c2e6f345aeb1eeabd53741456c  

Figure 2 - Carbeth North & South Conservation Areas (updated schema 2024) 

   67+  
24% 

26-66    56.1% 

0-16  
  
17.4% 17-25  

  6.9% 

Figure 3 - Population in Strathblane 
& Blanefield by Age Groups 2022 
(NRS) 

https://stirling-council.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=f9d119c2e6f345aeb1eeabd53741456c
https://stirling-council.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=f9d119c2e6f345aeb1eeabd53741456c
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Life Expectancy - In Blane Valley, life expectancy in 2019 was higher for females (85.39) than 
males (81.52); this was significantly higher than the averages for Stirling (females 81.9, males 
77.6) and Scotland (females 81, males 76.8). 

Crime Rate - Public Health Scotland's 2017 data on crime states that the crime rate per 1000 
people for Blane Valley is 14.93. This is lower than Stirling (25) and Scotland (28.8).  

Environment т 19.15% of Blane Valley population live within 500 metres of a derelict site 
(2022). This is lower than the Scottish average of 27.2% but higher than the Stirling average of 
11.39%. In Strathblane there is the derelict site of the closed public toilets and the site of 
demolished ŉŔƖĲШĬċůċŊĲĬШőŸƨƚĲШŔŰШuŔƖťőŸƨƚĲШÅŸċĬЮШ§ƻĲƖШőċũŉШŸŉШ7ũċŰĲШéċũũĲǃќƚШƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣƚЯШ
55.92%, are considered to be living in one of the 15% most 'access deprived' areas in Scotland 
(2017).  

3.3 STRATHBLANE COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN 2011   

Strathblane Community Action Plan 2011 was managed by a partnership between Strathblane 
Community Council and Strathblane Community Development Trust, with guidance from 
Stirling Council. The process of development and consultation lasted over a year, from summer 
2009 until late 2010. Consultation was carried out through focus groups, questionnaires, local 
events and comments from the community on specific proposals, with six main areas for focus 
and possible future development identified.  

 

Figure 4 - Community Action Plan 2011 
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In the intervening years, many of the actions identified have been followed through, as 
illustrated in Figure  (reproduced larger in Appendix A -  Community Action Plan 2011 т ìőċƣќƚШ
been done/not done). 

3.4 COMMUNITY ASSETS AND AMENITIES 
Figure 6 shows a selection of the community assets and amenities that are valued by residents 
and visitors. In the 2024 LPP survey, public transport , the post office , local shops  and 
healthcare  facilities had the most support as being very important for people. Facilities for 
young people also scored highly, as did ĦőŔũĬƖĲŰќƚШƓũċǃШċƖĲċƚ and sports and leisure 
facilities . 

Figure 5- Strathblane Community Action Plan 2011 - Actions status 2024 
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3.4.1.1 Open Space and the natural environment 

Within the villages, the King George V park offers play facilities and areas of open greenspace 
and footpaths with links to the wider countryside. Further open green spaces are mainly located 
to the west of the main road through the settlement. The allotments to the southwest of 
Strathblane offers opportunities for residents to cultivate their own produce. The Strathblane 
Wildlife Sanctuary is run by volunteers through the SCDT, offers residents an opportunity to be 
ċĦƣŔƻĲũǃШŔŰƻŸũƻĲĬШƽŔƣőШћƖĲƽŔũĬŔŰŊќШċŰĬШŸƖganises nature education and community activities for 
all ages.  Several initiatives at the Strathblane Primary School support biodiversity, including a 
ƽŔũĬũŔŉĲШƓŸŰĬЯШőĲƖĤŔĦŔĬĲШŉƖĲĲШůċŔŰƣĲŰċŰĦĲШċŰĬШƚĲƻĲƖċũШљ§Ű-The-éĲƖŊĲњШƓŸũũŔŰċƣŸƖШƓċƣĦőĲƚШŉƨũũШŸŉШ
wildflowers ,ƽőŔĦőШċƖĲШƓċƖƣШŸŉШƣőĲШƚĦőŸŸũќƚШĤŔŸĬŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃШĦƨƖƖŔĦƨũƨůЮШÑőĲШũŸĦċũШљìĲĲШÉƓƨĬƚњШ
group for children and young persons plays an active role in educating the community about its 
natural environment and contributing to the development of nature areas.  

 

 

Figure 6 - Community assets and amenities 
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3.4.1.2  Biodiversity and ecosystem services 

 We value our natural environment for the services they provide, including leisure, sports, 
(mental) health, flood mitigation, carbon storage, agriculture, and their intrinsic values 
pertaining to biodiversity and cultural heritage. 

The Strathblane Community Council Area (SCCA) covers several statutory protected sites, 
ћŔƖƖĲƓũċĦĲċĤũĲШőċĤŔƣċƣƚќШыċĦĦŸƖĬŔŰŊШƣŸШƣőĲШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣШ ċƣŔŸŰċũШÂũċŰŰŔŰŊШ[ƖċůĲƽŸƖťШы Â[ΠььЯШċƖĲċƚШ
with carbon-rich soils and soils and habitats important for flood mitigation. A number of nature 
networks can be enhanced to support and invite biodiversity, allowing our diverse wildlife 

Figure 7 - Depiction of the Strathblane Wildlife Sanctuary 

Figure 8 - Species-rich meadow at SSSI Dumbrock Loch Meadows 
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populations to thrive. More information about protected sites, ecosystems and green corridors 
can be found in Appendix E - Our biodiversity: strengths, challenges and opportunities .  

The historic stewardship of the landscape around the village has resulted in areas of high 
ĤŔŸĬŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃШƻċũƨĲЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШÉĦŸƣũċŰĬќƚШůŸƚƣШŔůƓŸƖƣċŰƣШƽċǂĦċƓШŊƖċƚƚũċŰĬƚЯШƚƓĲĦŔĲƚ-rich 
grasslands, ancient woodlands, wetlands and ancient wood pastures. We acknowledge the 
cultural history, rarity and sensitivity of these ecosystems and actively support protecting and 
enhancing them.  

The following community activities and initiatives bring people closer to nature. These are 
especially important considering the increasing disconnection of society with nature. Several 
footpaths and cycle routes, including the John Muir Way, Gary Wright Way and the West 
Highland Way, provide access for our residents and visitors to enjoy the tranquillity of the rural 
landscape. However, the direct access from the village to the surrounding hills and slopes is 
limited, the main routes being the tracks from the Campsie Dene Road, Ballagan Farm and 
Ballagan Glen. The local streams, burns and lochs are biodiversity hotspots and are also used 
for leisure as well as the cooling system of Glengoyne Distillery.   

The main open space features  within the Strathblane and Blanefield settlement  are: 

иШStrathblane Old Railway  т Large area of attractive greenspace with cycling and walking 
routes through areas of mature woodland and important connections with the wider network 

иШKing George 5th Park т The large, attractive area of parkland is divided by the river, offering 
play facilities and mature trees to the east and poorly drained playing fields to the west. 

Local Landscape Areas (LLAs) are 
designated throughout Scotland in areas 
where the scenery is highly valued 
locally. There are two LLAs within the 
Strathblane and Blanefield Community 
Council boundary - Southern Hills LLA 
(LLA5) and Kilpatrick Hills (LLA8). 

Local Nature Conservation Sites 
(LNCSs) LNCSs identify locally important 
natural heritage and protect these 
designated sites from being affected by 
development proposals, conserving the 

biodiversity.  

Green Belts are areas of land within the countryside, located beyond settlement boundaries, 
which are designated for specific planning purposes. The purpose of designating Green Belts is 
to guide development towards appropriate locations, allowing for more effective management 
of growth, rather than preventing development altogether. 

The primary purpose of the Green Belt in Strathblane is its role in connection to the Glasgow 
and Clyde Valley Green Belt. It lessens development in the countryside between Strathblane 
and Milngavie to the south, preserving the distinct identities of these settlements. A secondary 
function of the Green Belt is to safeguard the immediate surroundings of Strathblane itself. 

Figure 9 - Local Nature Conservation Sites (LNCSs) 
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Further discussion of the Green Belt is in section Strathblane Green Belt т What is it and what is 
it for? 

Sites of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSIs) : There are five SSSIs within the boundary of 
Strathblane and Blanefield Community Council area: 

¶ Mugdock Wood SSSI has an area of 169.92 hectares and is located across the 
boundary of Stirling Council and East Dunbartonshire Council. This area includes 
Mugdock Country Park, Mugdock Wood, Mugdock Loch and Drumclog Moor. 

¶ Carbeth loch SSSI is 9.94 hectares and consists of both the man-made, mesotrophic 
loch and the surrounding land. 

¶ Craigallion Marshes SSSI is located along the Stirling Council boundary with East 
Dunbartonshire Council. The SSSI is 8.17 hectares and supports a large number of plant 
species including several which are notably rare in the region and is also one of the 
most extensive areas of flood-plain fen habitat in the Stirling area.  

¶ Dumbrock Loch Meadows SSSI is located a mile from Strathblane and covers an area 
of 27.58 hectares. The SSSI comprises of one of the largest areas of unimproved, herb-
rich, lowland grassland in the Stirling Council area; Habitats of this type are nationally 
rare and declining.  

¶ Ballagan Glen SSSI is a steep-sided glen on the south face of the Campsie Fells and 
less than a mile east of Strathblane. The upper limit of the glen is a waterfall above a 
feature known as the Spout of Ballagan. The SSSI has a total area of 6.81 hectares. 

Tree Preservation Orders: There are three tree preservation orders (TPOs) within the 
Strathblane Community Council area т ћ7ũċŰĲШéċũũĲǃШcŸƣĲũќШnow Netherblane within the 
ƚĲƣƣũĲůĲŰƣШĤŸƨŰĬċƖǃЯШћ7ċũũċŊċŰШcŸƨƚĲќШċũŸŰŊШƣőĲШ ΥΦΝШƣŸШƣőĲШĲċƚƣШŸŉШƣőĲШƚĲƣƣũĲůĲŰƣЯШċŰĬШċŰШ
ĲǂƣĲŰƚŔƻĲШÑÂ§ШċƣШ~ƨŊĬŸĦťШŔŰШƣőĲШƚŸƨƣőШŰċůĲĬШћcŔŊőũċŰĬШ]ċƣĲƽċǃќЯШƽőŔĦőШĦŸƻĲƖƚШċŰШċƖĲċШŸŉШ
236.7 hectares. 

3.4.2 Flood risk  

The Blane Water flows through the settlement, with tributaries the Ballagan Burn and Punch 
Bowl . 

For Planning purposes, 'at risk of flooding' or in a 'flood risk area' means land or built form with 
an annual probability of being flooded of greater than 0.5% which must include an appropriate 
allowance for future climate change. 

The map below indicates the medium likelihood of river and surface water flooding in 
Strathblane and Blanefield ċƚШƚŸƨƖĦĲĬШŉƖŸůШÉEÂ ќƚШ[ũŸŸĬШ~ċƓƚШċŰĬШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШÉEÂ ќƚШFuture 
Flood Maps4. These maps have been generated taking into account the potential effects of 
climate change for a single future climate scenario based on available predictions of river flows 
and sea levels for the 2080s. 

 

4 https://map.sepa.org.uk/floodmaps/FloodRisk/FutureFloodMaps 
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3.4.3 Derelict Sites  

There are no derelict sites in Strathblane on the derelict land survey. However, the vacant 
public toilets and associated land are an eyesore.  

Within the Strathblane Community Council area, there are two buildings included on the 
building at risk register: Clachan cottage at Carbeth and Craigend Castle at Mugdock Country 
Park 

3.5 HISTORIC ASSETS & PLACES 

3.5.1 Listed Buildings & Conservation Areas  

The Carbeth North and Carbeth South Conservation Areas are located within the boundary of 
the Strathblane Community Council Area.  

There are five B-Listed Buildings/Structures within the settlement boundary for Strathblane, 
four of which are associated within the Blane Valley Valve Houses. Within the wider Community 
Council area, there are fifteen B-Listed Buildings/Structures and three C-Listed Buildings.  

3.5.2 Scheduled monuments  

There are four Scheduled Monuments within the Strathblane Community Council area: 
Dumgoyach standing Stones, Broadgate Mound, ÄƨĲĲŰќƚШView and Mugdock Castle. 

3.6 ACTIVE TRAVEL 
The map below (Figure 12) highlights  core paths  in Strathblane and Blanefield including: 

¶ Along Campsie Dene Road, north west, eventually connecting to Killearn 
¶ From outwith the Community Council area to Dumgoyne  
¶ From A81 at West Lodge past Dumgoyach to Ballachalairy Yett (B821), alongside 

Carbeth Loch and Craigallian Loch before reaching Mugdock Wood 

Figure 10 - SEPA flood risk map - present and future (Blue = river flooding; mauve = Surface water) 

https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/f69babe5-6ac7-4292-92ab-012fe82906b8/core-paths-scotland#:~:text=Core%20paths%20are%20paths%2C%20waterways,access%20authority%20core%20paths%20plan.
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¶ The West Highland Way long distance route passes  north-south through the western 
part of our area. 

¶ The John Muir Way long distance route passes east-west through the village. 
¶ Various core paths leading from Strathblane and Blanefield to the woods and lochs in 

the south of the area including the Strathkelvin Railway Path, and west into the  

3.7 BUS ROUTES & STOPS 
There are two bus services travelling through the area on Glasgow Road (A81) - Midland 
Bluebird X10A and X10. Bus stops are well spaced from end to end of the settlement. 

Figure 12 - Core Paths and rights of way (from Strathblane Place Profile) 

Figure 11 - Shared pathway 
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There is no bus route serving the A809 (also affecting Croftamie and Drymen), nor the A891 
linking to Lennoxtown and beyond.  

3.8 HOUSING STOCK 
Based on the 2022 Census, it is estimated that the area has 844 occupied homes within the 
Settlement boundary. We also have a lot of houses outwith the settlement boundary making 
approximately 1100 overall.  

3.8.1 Housing Tenure 

Figure 13 shows housing 
tenure percentage in 
Strathblane compared to the 
Stirling Council area. The 
majority of homes in 
Strathblane are owner 
occupied - 725 homes (86%). 
The number of social rented 
and private rented homes is 
broadly similar, with 60 (7%) 
being social rented and 49 (6%) 
private rented. Compared to 
the Stirling Council area, 
Strathblane has a significantly 
higher proportion of owner-
occupied homes and fewer 
rental properties, both social 
and private. 

3.8.2 Housing Type 

In Strathblane, houses5 make 
up 80% of the housing stock, 
with flats accounting for the 
remaining 20%. The majority 
are detached houses (397, 
47%), followed by semi-
detached (158, 19%) and 
terraced (125, 15%). 
Compared to the Stirling 
Council area, Strathblane 
has a significantly higher 
proportion of houses and 
correspondingly fewer flats. 

 

5 We do not count the 170 huts at Carbeth 

Figure 13 - Household tenure comparison - Strathblane vs all Stirling 

Figure 14 - Housing types in Strathblane compared to all Stirling 
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3.8.3 Past Housing Growth 

ĦĦŸƖĬŔŰŊШƣŸШÉƣŔƖũŔŰŊќƚШÂũċĦĲШÂƖŸŉŔũĲЯШΟΦШŰĲƽШőŸůĲƚШwere delivered in the period between 
2010/11 to 2021/22. These were from the developments at Campsie Road (28 homes) and a site 
to the South of the A81 (11 őŸůĲƚьЮШÑőĲƚĲШƚƣċƣŔƚƣŔĦƚШĬŸШŰŸƣШŔŰĦũƨĬĲШћƽŔŰĬŉċũũќШƚŔƣĲƚШƚƨĦőШċƚШ
building houses in gardens, subdividing large houses and so forth. 

The number of new homes completed since 2010/11 accounts for approximately 1% of the total 
number of new homes delivered within the Stirling Local Development Plan Area over the same 

Figure 15 - Comparison between housing growth in the Strathblane/Blanefield and the Stirling LDP 

Figure 16 - Housing completions 2010-2023 by CC area 
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period (3,085 new homes). A comparison between housing growth in the Strathblane/Blanefield 
and the Stirling Local Development Plan is shown in Figure 15.  

The graph in Figure 16 compares housing completions in the area to those in all settlements 
with the Stirling Local Development Plan area. 

It shows that the area has relatively low growth compared to other rural settlements of similar 
size, such as Killearn (59 completions) and Balfron (85 completions). To these figures we 
should add the 89 houses being delivered currently at the Killearn Hospital site and 11 RSHA 
units being delivered at Lampson Road.  

3.9 EDUCATION 

3.9.1.1 Primary Schooling 

Strathblane Primary School is located within the settlement on Southview Road and has 
nursery provision. 

3.9.1.2 Secondary Schooling 

Strathblane falls within the catchment of Balfron High School, which is located along Roman 
Road in Balfron, approximately 8.4 miles away. 

There is also an out of school care club provided by a social enterprise company, SOSC, and a 
volunteer parent and toddler group, the Fun Hut. 

3.10 HEALTHCARE PROVISION 
Strathblane have one NHS GP practice т Edenkiln Surgery on Dumbrock Road. There is also one 
pharmacy located at 10 Southview Road. 

No capacity pressures have been identified by NHS Forth Valley (NHS FV) in Strathblane, 
although some residents use Killearn or Milngavie for GP services.  

3.11 PUBLIC OPEN SPACE  
Stirling Council's 2012 Open Space Strategy (OSS) sets out the amount of accessible open 
space in the Stirling Council area. The document concluded that 100% of residents in the 
Stirling Council area live within 300 metres of a publicly accessible open space.  

The OSS identified 7 sites comprising a total of 165.84 hectares of open space, as listed in the 
table below.  
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Table 1 - Sites in Strathblane identified in the Open Space Strategy 

 

3.12 EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS 
From the 2022 Census, of the 1,901 people in Strathblane aged 16 and over, 32.5% are in full 
time employment, 10.9% are in part time employment and 12.4% are self-employed 

ΠΝЮΞӖШŸŉШƓĲŸƓũĲШċŊĲĬШΝΣШċŰĬШŸƻĲƖШƽĲƖĲШƽŔƣőŔŰШƣőĲШљĲĦŸŰŸůŔĦċũũǃШŔŰċĦƣŔƻĲњШĦċƣĲŊŸƖǃЮШ ŰШ
economically inactive person is someone who is not actively seeking employment due to 
reasons such as retirement, looking after home or family, long-term sick or disabled, or they are 
a student.  

0.1% of people aged 16 and over who are economically active (excluding full-time students), 
were unemployed.  

3.13 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
Strathblane Heritage is a very active group in the community and the full history of the area can 
be found at https://www.strathblaneheritage.org 

As with many other rural villages our origins are based on industry (notably textile Printworks) 
and latterly the former railway. 

3.14 LOCAL LIVING 
Pre-pandemic working patterns were very much commuting, to the Greater Glasgow area or to 
Edinburgh. Since the pandemic, our survey in 2024 has shown that those working full time, 
some 40% work from home some of the time, while 18% work from home most or all of the 
time. For those working part-time, 39% work from home some of the time and 32% work from 
home all or most of the time. 

This could well have implications for local services and amenities. 

In the 2024 LPP survey, respondents were asked about where they usually went for various 
activities in the last few months. 

https://www.strathblaneheritage.org/
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The pandemic taught us to appreciate our local amenities, particularly our extensive paths 
network and our local shops. However, we know that our local services and shops struggle in 
the period of the current LDP. We have lost the Blane Valley Inn, our Coop store (replaced by 
Greens), our public toilets and our bank. 

We have 2 hairdressers, a barber, 2 convenience stores, one with a post office, a pharmacy, a 
café, a takeaway and the Kirkhouse Inn. It is vital that these services survive to sustain our 
community along with our local trade businesses. Small growth to our community will assist 
this supporting renewal of the population and provide more affordable homes for local 
employees. There is also a cafe on the A809, a large tourist and horticultural enterprise at 
Edenmill with another cafe. The scout camp at Auchengillan regularly hosts large gatherings of 
young people that can number up to 1,000 visitors. The fishing centre at Carbeth is also popular 
and has its own cafe. There is a camping & caravan park on the B821 Cuilt Brae. 

We also have a growing local maker network within the community. 

We are fortunate to have 4 community halls, the Edmonstone Hall, the Village Club, the Scout 
Hall and the Kirkrooms, all run by volunteers. They are well used for exercise classes, parent 
and toddler groups, fundraising, community choir, Strathblane heritage, art groups, uniform 
organisations, community care support groups, parties and weddings. In addition, there is a 
tennis club, a bowling club, 2 equestrian centres and our local football team, who have a 
pavilion on the King George V playing fields. 

Our new community owned, but council run, Thomas Graham Community Library is clearly 
becoming the hub of our villages and a centre for learning, help and socialising. 

Figure 17 - Where do residents go for activities (Survey Q2) 
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All the above combine to contribute to the vibrancy and wellbeing of our community and we 
wish to protect and build on that through our local place plan. 

We have had a relatively low level of development in recent years with 2 small housing 
developments at Braidgate and Graham Lambie Brae, the nursery extension to the school and 
the library. We successfully campaigned against a large-scale development of at least 70 
houses to the east of Braidgate because they were the wrong houses to sustain the community 
and they were in the wrong place. The campaign brought the community together, but also 
helped the community to be clear about the homes that are needed to sustain the community. 
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4 MANAGING TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT 

4.1 MANAGING TRAFFIC 
§ƨƖШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃќƚШNumber One priority in the 2024 
LPP survey was managing traffic and speeding and 
putting pedestrians first (Q19). This is the case for 
every survey we have carried out over the last 15 
years. We have had some improvements after long 
battles, including 2 roundabouts and pedestrian 
traffic lights, but the more recent improvements 
have been demolished by speeding traffic. The 
recent introduction of the 20mph speed limit has 

had limited success (Q7). 

WE DEMAND ACTION TO PUT PEDESTRIANS FIRST 

Our villages straddle the A81 and the A809 runs through the southern section of the area. These 
two roads form the main tourist routes to 
the Trossachs, Loch Lomond and the 
commute to Glasgow for communities in 
SW Stirling. All new developments in SW 
Stirling result in increased traffic through 
our community with no additional 
community benefit to manage traffic. Our 
community is deeply worried about what 

will happen when the 89 new homes in Killearn are 
occupied. It is clear that Stirling Council has given 
little consideration to the consequences on other 
communities of these numbers of new homes that 
are likely to have at least 2 cars for each home The 
B821 Cuilt Brae connects the villages with our 
outlying areas and links A81 to the A809, the 
Stockiemuir Road. This is a narrow unrestricted road 
where traffic travels at fast speeds when approaching 
the village at Station Road. The West Highland Way 
crosses this road and, although some improvements 
have been made to create walking space, it is still very dangerous. 

Q7 Has 20mph speed limit made 
a difference?  

ћ ŸƣШůƨĦőќ 

ћìŸƖƚĲќ 

 

 

ћ7ĲƣƣĲƖќ 

љƻĲƖǃШŉĲƽШĬƖŔƻĲƖƚШċĬőĲƖĲШƣŸШƣőĲШΞΜůƓőШċŰĬШůċŰǃШ
drivers are frustrated and overtake more. The 
speed limit is inconsistent eg 20mph on A81 
moving to 30mph on Campsie Road then 
returning to 20mph when entering Dunglass 
éŔĲƽЮњ 

љƣƖċŉŉŔĦШĦċũůŔŰŊШŔŰШƣőĲШƻŔũũċŊĲШт what we 
őċƻĲШĬŸĲƚŰќƣШwork and actually 
encourages speeding to beat the 
oncoming traffic. Speedbumps work! 
Speed bumps are a less costly 
administrative burden. I walk the 
village every day and believe the 
20mph is ineffective and largely 
ŔŊŰŸƖĲĬЮњ 
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The A891 Campsie Road links the villages to our outlying area of Ballagan and beyond to 
Lennoxtown and is the commuting route to the East and Edinburgh in particular. The speed limit 
is 30 mph and the 40 mph limit ĬŸĲƚŰќƣШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣũǃШƖĲċĦőШƣőĲШĬƽĲũũŔŰŊƚШċƣШ7ċũũċŊċŰ6. There is no 
pavement beyond Braidgate. Traffic travels significantly above the speed limits and further 
traffic calming and speed reductions are needed here along with a pedestrian path to Ballagan. 

Our community has a right to feel safe to walk on pavements and cycle on our roads. Indeed, it 
must feel safe to walk to school.  

It is much easier to assess whether traffic 
is moving at 20 mph rather than 30mph 
so, although our speed concerns have not 
been measured recently, we know that 
traffic is speeding in many cases 
excessively. We cannot understand why 

speed limits are not adhered to in our 
area when we have seen that they are 
observed better in neighbouring 
communities. It is especially noticeable 
where there are new 20mph limits on 
the A811 at Buchlyvie and Arnprior 
where traffic, in the main, observe the 
speed limits.  

We have been demanding action for 20 years and studies have been carried out, but everything 
ŔƚШĬĲĲůĲĬШљƣŸŸШĲǂƓĲŰƚŔƻĲњЮШìĲШőċƻĲШőċĬШƣŸШŉŔŊőƣШċŰĬШĦċůƓċŔŊŰШŉŸƖШĲƻĲƖǃШŔůƓƖŸƻĲůĲŰƣЯШċŰĬШƽĲШ
have had enough.  

 

6 An SC officer has promised the creation of a 40 mph buffer zone running from the end of the current 30 
mph zone on the A891 Campsie road for approximately 600 m eastwards. This has not yet been 
implemented. 

Figure 18 - Traffic calming & safety proposals 

љ ΥΝШŔƚШŔŰĦƖĲĬŔĤũǃШĬċŰŊĲƖŸƨƚЯШfШƽċũťШƚůċũũШ
children to school this way every day and I am 
always fearful. Current traffic calming does 
 §Ñcf ]Юњ 

љ9ŸůůĲƖĦŔċũШƣƖċŉŉŔĦШŔŊŰŸƖĲƚШŔƣЮШxŸĦċũƚШŊĲŰĲƖċũũǃШ
comply. Rush hour traffic ignores it. Queues build 
up at village club at calming area. This will get 
worse with new scheme at Oakwood. It's difficult 
ƣŸШċƚƚĲƚƚШƚƓĲĲĬƚШƽőĲŰШĲŰƣĲƖŔŰŊШƣőĲШůċŔŰШƖŸċĬЮњ 
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The A81 is quite narrow in places and does not have pavements on both sides of the road which 
limits traffic management options. Homes are set back from the road and there are a lot of 
hedges which possibly create the feeling of not being in a village, so the solution must be to 
create a more urban environment on the road itself. This could involve new physical restrictions 
at the western end of the villages along with new pedestrian crossings, or pilot average speed 
cameras, or speed sensitive traffic lights such as those trialled in Dumfries & Galloway7. 

4.2 PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
Public Transport т An Important Move to Sustainability 

The 2024 LPP survey showed an overwhelming desire to protect and improve public 
transport.  

The preferred destinations were well defined, mostly in line with 
the current bus service.  A large majority indicated that they 
would use the service if it were improved. 

We have the X10 
and X10A buses 
serving our village, 
but it is not a 
reliable service and hence not used as much as it 
could be. The buses are old and uncomfortable. 

Key to getting public transport right for our 
community is linking to Milngavie and the 
train station and to train times. So many get 
off the train and see the bus disappearing as 
they reach the bus stop.  A local bus linking 
Balfron, Killearn and Strathblane to Milngavie 
could be the best option to make the service 
reliable and used. 

Public transport needs to be affordable to encourage use . Ticket zones begin and end at the 
county boundary, meaning that bus travel from here to Glasgow or even Milngavie is 
extortionate, for young workers and others without travel passes. Stirling concession cards do 
not integrate with train travel to Glasgow, which is our nearest.  

We should not forget that for us, getting to and from Forth Valley Royal Hospital in Larbert by 
public transport is practically impossible.  

 

7 A75, Springholm https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi -202200330286/ 

љPublic transport т our young 
adults are inhibited in taking 
hospitality work or socialising. 
xċƚƣШĤƨƚШŸŰШċШÉƨŰĬċǃШŔƚШΣƓůгњ 

љfůƓƖŸƻĲůĲŰƣШŸŉШƓƨĤũŔĦШƣƖċŰƚƓŸƖƣШ
would be paramount to making living in 
the village future proof, alignment of 
bus and train timetables, affordable 
fares, very frequent and reliable 
ƚĲƖƻŔĦĲњ 

љÑőĲШũċĦťШŸŉШŉƖĲƕƨĲŰĦǃШĦŸůĤŔŰĲĬШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШĦŸƚƣШŸŉШ
even the most basic journeys, means leaving the 
village without a car/bus card is increasingly 
difficult. This is counterproductive to 
ƚƨƚƣċŔŰċĤŔũŔƣǃњ 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/foi-202200330286/
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5 DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 

5.1 THE RIGHT KIND OF HOMES ς COMMUNITY NEED VS COMMERCIAL VIABILITY 

There is a need for more housing in our community, but only of the right 
kind. 

A 2019 Housing Needs Study8 found that the local area needs more housing in the 'affordable' 
category (low-cost ownership and social rented housing) and more homes for downsizing to 
release large family homes for purchase.   The 2024 LPP Survey confirms this consensus on 
the type and need for small and medium houses of reasonable cost (Q11).  But history proves 
that this is not the type of housing delivered by developers responding to market forces alone.  

These findings are consistent with the findings of 
ÉƣŔƖũŔŰŊќƚШŸƽŰШƖĲƚĲċƖĦőШtowards LDP3 (Housing 
Analysis Report ћcċƻĲШċШÉċǃШŔŰШƣőĲШ[ƨƣƨƖĲШŸŉШòŸƨƖШ
ÂũċĦĲќ, Public Feedback on Existing and New 
Housing, April 2024).  

Topic papers 
supporting 
ƣőĲШÉƣŔƖũŔŰŊќƚШ

LDP3 Evidence Report ŔŰĦũƨĬĲШљTopic 10: Quality Homes 
ċŰĬШxċŰĬШÅĲƕƨŔƖĲůĲŰƣƚњЮШШÂŸũŔĦǃШĤċĦťŊƖŸƨŰĬШŔƚШ
summarised as follows:  

ΨдΫдЮ Â[ΧѢƚЮÂŸũŔĦǃЮΤΩЮёÄƨċũŔƣǃЮcŸůĲƚђЮƚĲƣƚЮŸƨƣЮ
the requirement for affordable housing. The policy intent is stated to be:  

ѡÑŸЮĲŰĦŸƨƖċŊĲеЮƓƖŸůŸƣĲЮċŰĬЮŉċĦŔũŔƣċƣĲЮƣőĲЮĬĲũŔƻĲƖǃЮŸŉЮůŸƖĲЮőŔŊőЮƕƨċũŔƣǃеЮ
affordable and sustainable homes, in the right locations, providing choice 

 

8 Draft report at https://strathblanecc.org.uk/wp -content/uploads/2024/02/Strathblane -HNS-Results-
Draft.pdf 

Figure 19 - Survey responses on types of housing needed 

љÉƣƖċƣőĤũċŰĲШĤċĬũǃШŰĲĲĬƚШĲũĬĲƖũǃШ
housing to release family housing stock. 
I can count 12 houses in Milndavie 
Crescent that could be released by 
ĦŸƨŰĦŔũоŸƽŰĲƖШŸĦĦƨƓċƣŔŸŰњ 

љ ŰǃШőŸƨƚŔŰŊШĦŸŰƚŔĬĲƖĲĬШ
should be highly sustainable 
and best in class, ideally 
ƓċƚƚŔƻĲőċƨƚШƚƣċŰĬċƖĬњ 
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across tenures that meet the diverse housing needs of people and communities 
ċĦƖŸƚƚЮÉĦŸƣũċŰĬдѢ  

5.9. With regard to affordable housing provision, Policy 16 sets a minimum 
contribution to the provision of affordable homes of 25% but provides for higher 
or lower contributions through local development plans, where justified by 
evidence of need. It states that the contribution is to be provided by local policy 
and guidance. Provision is also provided to support the delivery of affordable 
housing on sites not allocated for housing development where the proposal is 
less than 50 homes. 

5.10. Policy 2.2 (Planning for Mixed Communities and 
Affordable Housing) of the adopted LDP2 requires 
that all new residential developments exceeding a 
ĦĲƖƣċŔŰЮƚŔƣĲЮƚŔǍĲЮƽŔƣőŔŰЮѡƓƖĲƚƚƨƖĲĬѢ areas must 
include a minimum of 25% affordable housing, rising 
ƣŸЮċЮůŔŰŔůƨůЮŸŉЮΦΦӜЮŔŰЮѡőŔŊőũǃ ƓƖĲƚƚƨƖĲĬѢЮċƖĲċƚЮдЮ
These requirements were initially established 
through LDP1, adopted in 2014. 

5.11. Policy 3.3 (Developer Contributions) of LDP2 supports the provision of 
affordable housing set out in Policy 2.2 by establishing the policy framework for 
planning obligations secured through market housing-led development 
proposals. The specific contrŔĤƨƣŔŸŰЮƖĲƕƨŔƖĲůĲŰƣƚЮċƖĲЮƚĲƣЮŸƨƣЮŔŰЮƣőĲЮ9ŸƨŰĦŔũѢƚЮ
ƓũċŰŰŔŰŊЮŊƨŔĬċŰĦĲЮĬŸĦƨůĲŰƣЮŸŰЮѡ?ĲƻĲũŸƓĲƖЮ9ŸŰƣƖŔĤƨƣŔŸŰƚѢЮё9?ΣΤΥђд 

Strathblane CC provided extensive comments on the consultation prior to the production of the  
Evidence Report. We are grateful to Stirling for providing responses9 specific to our points.  
What is clear is that present policies provide no mechanism or incentive for meeting the 
identified  needs in our area. The only mechanism ever identified for providing more affordable 
housing is to allow even more market housing. To allow commercial housebuilders free rein will 
only exacerbate and perpetuate the existing imbalances. This is starkly illustrated by the 
preponderance of 5+-bedroom houses being delivered on the Killearn Hospital site, seen in 
Figure 2010.  

Added to that, the Topic Paper ignores ћsmallќ completions (fewer than 4 ћunitsќЯШƖĲŊċƖĬũĲƚƚШŸŉШ
size).  

 

9 20250314 CD284 - Planning response to Strathblane CC submission (CD283) 
10 LDP3 Evidence Report Appendix 11 - Topic Paper 10, Table 5 

Figure 20 - Housing mix, Killearn Hospital site (and with ZERO affordable units) 

Five or more bedrooms: 58% 
Affordable units: ZERO 

љìĲШƚőŸƨũĬШĬĲƣĲƖůŔŰĲШƣőċƣШ xxШ
new housing is dedicated to 
ůĲĲƣŔŰŊШũŸĦċũШŰĲĲĬƚњ 
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The current policy on Developer Contributions actively incentivises developers to build/convert 
fewer than 4 units on the sites typical in our area.  We have seen multiple times proposals being 
cut back during the planning process purely to avoid making any developer contribution. Yet 
this type of development, out in the countryside, represents the majority of units delivered in 
the rural area. Only 46% units in the Rural area have been built within the settlement 
boundaries. 

Figure 21 is a table from the DRAFT topic paper which has been dropped in the version provided 
in the Evidence Report.  

¶ What sense can we make of an Evidence Report that seems blind to more than half of 
development that actually occurs in the rural area? 

¶ What is the point of promoting a 33% percent affordable contribution in ћőŔŊőũǃШ
ƓƖĲƚƚƨƖĲĬќШċƖĲċƚЯШŔŉШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШőċũŉШŸŉШċũũШƨŰŔƣƚШactually delivered are on schemes 
exempt from contributions at all? Effectively, 33% means less than 15% for the 
community, in other words, and it means precisely ZERO affordable contribution in our 
area, UNLESS building on larger sites in the Green Belt is allowed.   

¶ Even if 33% were defined across the area, the HNDA indicated a need of 46% affordable 
to 54% market housing, across the plan area. Some other way to deliver the needed 
housing must be found .  

¶ If one of the key needs for our community is housing for older residents to downsize, 
why is there no ambition in the Evidence Report to deliver wheelchair accessible 
housing in our area, whether by new building or by adaptation?  

In section 9 Conclusion and Recommendations below, we provide suggestions/requests to be 
taken into consideration for the new LDP3.  We do not necessarily have solutions, but if the LDP 
ŔƚШƣŸШĤĲШћfocused on delŔƻĲƖċĤŔũŔƣǃќЯШƣőĲŰШsome new models for delivery are going to be required. 

5.2  IN THE RIGHT LOCATIONS - HOUSING NEED VS ENVIRONMENT 

5.2.1 Strathblane Green Belt т What is it and what is it for?  

This topic is based on our guiding principles 1 and 2 of treasuring the 
location of our villages and the Campsie Fells and an underlying resistance 
to large scale development, along with a wish to preserve our rural location 

and reject development between Strathblane and Milngavie.  

It also covers all 4 of our themes т traffic; the right kind of homes; delivering 
for and strengthening our community resilience and addressing climate 

change; supporting our local infrastructure.     

For detailed discussion of policy issues around the Green Belt, see Appendix D - Strathblane 
Green Belt т What is it and what is it for?  We present only a summary here.  

Figure 21 - Housing completions in Countryside vs Settlements under current plan 
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In the Strathblane area, ÉƣŔƖũŔŰŊќƚШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣШƓũċŰŰŔŰŊШƓŸũŔĦǃ ыx?ÂΞьШĬĲŉŔŰĲƚШљSettlement њЯШ
љCountrysideњШċŰĬШљGreen beltњ, shaded in the map of Figure 22. The policy on Green Belt 
exists within the context of the broader Policy 2.10 on housing in the countryside.  

џÑőĲЮprimary purpose of the Green Belt in Strathblane is its role in connection 
to the Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green Belt. It lessens development in the 
countryside between Strathblane and Milngavie to the south , preserving the 
distinct identities of these settlements. A secondary function of the Green Belt 
is to safeguard the immediate surroundings of Strathblane ŔƣƚĲũŉдѠ 

According to ÉƣŔƖũŔŰŊќƚШ2024 review of the green belts, the areas of Green Belt around 
Strathblane additionally contribute to љŰċƣƨƖĲШŰĲƣƽŸƖťƚШċŰĬШĦũŔůċƣĲШůŔƣŔŊċƣŔŸŰШċŰĬШ
ċĬċƓƣċƣŔŸŰњЮШ 

So what is supposed to be the effect of Green Belt designation on development? Development 
in a Green Belt area is to be permitted only in certain circumstances, where it cannot be 
avoided. But pressure  to release (or just build on) the Green Belt is constant.  Only vigilance 
and hard work by the Community Council and others has prevented a free-for-all. 

  

5.2.2 Community opinion on the Green Belt  

Almost 90% in the 2024 LPP Survey said that preserving the Green 
Belt is important , while also recognising the need for certain new 
housing. This is consistent with the consultation responses cited in 
ÉƣŔƖũŔŰŊќƚШEvidence Report, 4.3. But Green Belt boundaries can be 
redrawn every few years, if the need arises.   

Is it time to release part of the Green Belt, to meet the need for 
specific housing? In the consultation drop-in sessions we asked: 

Å Which parts of the Green Belt are critical to preserve?  
Å cċƚШƣőĲШƚĲƣƣũĲůĲŰƣШŊŸƣШћŸƨƣШŸŉШƚőċƓĲќе 
Å Is the Green Belt/countryside policy too strict in some ways?  
Å Are there loopholes that need closing?  

The responses to the questions are discussed below. 

5.2.2.1 Which parts of the Strathblane Green Belt are most critical? 

To facilitate consultation and discussion of the major sites that were proposed in the LPP 
survey 2024, we have considered the Strathblane Green Belt as falling into three broad chunks, 
as shown in Figure 22:  

љÉƣƖċƣőĤũċŰĲШŔƚШċШƚƓĲĦŔċũШƻŔũũċŊĲШƣőċƣШ
retains its rural charm despite its 
proximity to Glasgow; its boundaries 
should be protected with more tree 
ƓũċŰƣŔŰŊњ 

љÉƣƖċƣőĤũċŰĲШċŰĬШ7ũċŰĲŉŔĲũĬШŔƚШŔŰШċШƖƨƖċũШ
area and should be protected from urban 
sprawl, any developments that contribute 
to traffic through the villages should be 
ƖĲƚŔƚƣĲĬњ 
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¶ Green belt NORTH includes the fields either side of the A81 en route to Killearn and the 
Trossachs. It includes sites labelled 1 and 2 in the consultation drop-in sessions. 

¶ Green belt EAST includes the fields either side of the A891 Campsie Road, en route to 
Lennoxtown and Kilsyth. It includes sites labelled 3 and 4 in the consultation drop-in 
sessions, and an additional site 7. 

¶ Green belt SOUTH includes the largest part of the Green Belt, extending along the A81 
heading south towards Milngavie, along Old Mugdock Road south towards Milngavie, 
and along the A809 Stockiemuir Road towards Bearsden. It includes the whole area of 
Mugdock (including all garden grounds), and extends to the boundary with East 
Dunbartonshire, where a corresponding green belt policy continues to Milngavie, 
Bearsden and Glasgow beyond. It also includes the sites labelled 5 and 6 in the 
consultation drop-in sessions. 

fƣШĦċŰШĤĲШƚĲĲŰШƣőċƣШƣőĲШċƖĲċШƽĲШőċƻĲШŔĬĲŰƣŔŉŔĲĬШċƚШљÉŸƨƣőњШŉƨŰĦƣŔŸŰƚШƣŸШŉƨũŉŔũШƣőĲШћÂƖŔůċƖǃШ
ƓƨƖƓŸƚĲќШŸŉШƣőĲШ]ƖĲĲŰШ7ĲũƣаШƓƖĲƻĲŰƣŔŰŊШĦŸċũĲƚĦĲŰĦĲЮШÑőĲШ ŸƖƣőШċŰĬШEċƚƣШƓċƖƣƚШũŸŊŔĦċũũǃШƖĲũċƣĲШƣŸШ
the secondary purpose (protecting the setting). A clear majority of residents who attended the 
drop-in sessions, agreed that this South part of the Strathblane Green Belt is particularly critical 
to preserve: 

Q: Do you agree that the South part of the 
Green Belt is particularly critical to preserve? 
A: YES    

 

 
Figure 22 - Green Belt areas and labelled sites 

YESNO
108 23

Braidgate  Kirk & 
Cemetery 

Graham Lambie Brae 
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In the revision of the Green Belt boundary for LDP1, when the housing development at Braidgate 
was allowed, this was built on land that had been earmarked as an extension of the cemetery. 
The housing was allowed on the basis that the cemetery could be put in the next field, and this 
would form a new, permanent boundary to the settlement. Residents attending the 2025 drop-
in sessions were asked: 

Q: Do you wish to see the proposed cemetery 
extension beside Braidgate completed and 
confirmed as a permanent boundary to the 
settlement?  A: YES 

A clear majority said Yes. NPF4 Policy mentions cemetery provision as a suitable use of land 
within the Green Belt, so no boundary change would be required.  

This has implications for consideration of Site 4, as any housing development would conflict 
with that past commitment, and could undermine trust in the LDP process as a whole.  

5.2.2.2 Is the Green Belt/countryside policy too strict in some ways?  

§ŰĲШŸŉШƣőĲШĲǂĦĲƓƣŔŸŰƚШƣőċƣШċũũŸƽƚШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШŔŰШƣőĲШ]ƖĲĲŰШ7ĲũƣШŔƚШƣŸШċũũŸƽШƨƚĲШŸŉШћĤƖŸƽŰŉŔĲũĬќ land 
that has been seriously degraded by buildings or some other past use. The current policy (at 
least as it is interpreted by the council) allows only one house to be built on the brownfield site, 
regardless how large that site may be. There are not many large brownfield sites in the Green 
Belt, but this rule (or this interpretation of the rule) works directly against the identified need for 
housing: instead of more, smaller dwellings it allows only fewer, larger dwellings. In the 2025 
drop-in sessions, residents were asked: 

Q: Would you like to see Green Belt policy 
changed so that two or more smaller 
ĬƽĲũũŔŰŊƚЮĦċŰЮĤĲЮĤƨŔũƣЮŸŰЮċЮѡĤƖŸƽŰŉŔĲũĬѢЮƚŔƣĲЮŸŉЮ
suitable size, rather than only one (large) 
house? A: YES   

A clear majority said Yes. If there is to be a brownfield exception to allow delivery of housing in 
the Green Belt, the housing delivered should make best use of the land to meet the 
ĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃќƚШĲƚƣċĤũŔƚőĲĬШőŸƨƚŔŰŊШŰĲĲĬЮ      

5.2.2.3 Are there loopholes that need closing? 

When the Housing in the Countryside policy was first introduced in 2010, then adopted into 
LDP1, it was recognised that a ћĤƖŸƽŰŉŔĲũĬШĲǂĦĲƓƣŔŸŰќШůŔŊőƣШincentivise landowners to degrade 
their land, in the hope of a long-term planning gain. Therefore activity after the end of 2009 
would not ĤĲШƖĲĦŸŊŰŔƚĲĬШċƚШĦƖĲċƣŔŰŊШћĤƖŸƽŰŉŔĲũĬѣШƚƣċƣƨƚШŉŸƖШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШőŸƨƚĲƚШŔŰШƣőĲШĦŸƨŰƣƖǃƚŔĬĲЮШ
When this policy was reviewed for LDP2, the cut-off date was moved from 2009 to 2013. We 
consider this to have been a mistake, which underestimates how far landowners in the most 
highly pressured locations ċƖĲШƓƖĲƓċƖĲĬШƣŸШћƣċťĲШƣőĲШũŸŰŊШƻŔĲƽќЮШfŰШƣőĲШΞΜΞΡШĬƖŸƓ-in sessions, 
residents were asked: 

Q: Would you like to see 2013 maintained as 
the cut-ŸŉŉЮĬċƣĲЮŉŸƖЮѡŰĲƽѢЮĤƖŸƽŰŉŔĲũĬЮƚƣċƣƨƚл 
A: YES   

 

YESNO
97 26

YESNO
116 19

YESNO
115 8



Strathblane Local Place Plan 2025  DRAFT 

 

 32 

A clear majority said Yes. We remind that NPF4 Policy has no ћbrownfieldќ exception at all. 

5.2.3 Flood Risk 

As illustrated in Figure 10, many parts of the existing 
settlement are at risk of flooding from river and/or 
surface flow. The perception of this risk has increased 
in recent years, following a number of deluge 
incidents. Properties in Station Road/Blane Crescent 
have been flooded. The paths and play areas have 
been flooded. The Ballagan Burn in particular can rise 
very quickly with flow from the tops of the 
Strathblane/Campsie Hills, so that water laps almost 
at road level.  

While planners and applicants may focus attention 
on flood risk within a development site, the community 
is concerned to ensure that development upstream 
should not increase the risk of flooding downstream, 
through the villages. Against this background, we have taken an especially close interest in the 
downstream consequences of proposals for sites upstream of the settlement. Among the sites 
discussed below, Sites 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 fall into this category. 

Of course, proposal sites which are themselves at risk of flooding must also be considered less 
suitable for development. Among the sites discussed below, substantial parts of Sites 1 and 4 
fall into this category.  

fŰШĦŸŰƚŔĬĲƖŔŰŊШċũũШƓƖŸƓŸƚċũƚЯШƽĲШƚƣƖŸŰŊũǃШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣШÉƣŔƖũŔŰŊќƚШċƣƣĲŰƣŔŸŰШƣŸШŉũŸŸĬШĦŸŰƚŔĬĲƖċƣŔŸŰƚЯШ
SUDS etc.. However, there will always be a discrepancy between the SUDS theory and SUDS in 
practice. Even if calculations and modelling were an exact science, the climate is known to be 
unpredictable. The diligence of occupiers in maintaining SUDS for the long term is also 
questionable. 

Of course, outside of development planning, addressing the ecosystem and adopting Nature 
Based Solutions to flooding and surface water management can bring significant benefit and 
reduce flood risk across the area.  The health of the surrounding ecosystems, such as the 
blanket peat bogs uphill, determines the buffer capacity in extreme weather events (see 
Appendix E). Degradation of these ecosystems result in limited water retention capacity, 
causing increased quantities of water runoff during extreme weather events and thereby 
increasing flood risk of properties. Peat restoration and wetland, grassland and woodland 
conservation help mitigate these flood risks. 

5.3 POTENTIAL HOUSING SITES - IDENTIFICATION AND EVALUATION 
Residents suggested a number of potential sites for new housing, in the 2024 LPP Survey. 

5.3.1 Smaller sites within the settlement  boundary  

Several smaller sites within the Settlement were suggested in the survey responses, as 
potential sites for housing. These smaller sites are labelled A to F on the map of Figure 22.  

It is considered that such smaller sites may help deliver some part of local housing needs, for 
example particular needs housing for the elderly. For the private and church -owned sites, the 

Figure 23 - Flooding in Blane Crescent BBC 
news 2019 
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suggestions came from the public rather than from the landowners.  No discussions have 
been entered with the landowners  to determine whether they would be interested in releasing 
these sites for housing, let alone how such housing might be delivered. 

Table 2 - Identifying smaller sites within the Settlement Boundary 

Smaller sites within the settlement boundary 

Label  Location  Owner  Status; Comments 

A Wood Place Private 
Open/Wooded; Historic housing pre-
WW2 
South facing; difficult access/slope 

B 
Farmland North of tennis 
courts 

Private 
Grazing;  
South facing; very difficult access 

C Park Place Council 
Open space;  
Close to amenities; flood risk? 

D 
Grass area 
Kirkburn/Southview Rd 

Council 
Open space;  
prominent; school needs parking  

E Between Tel. Exchange & A81 Council Wooded; small/difficult access? 

F Manse & grounds Church Housing 

In the drop-in sessions, residents were able to rank these smaller sites in order of preference 
for development, on a scale ћòĲƚШƓũĲċƚĲќ/ћòĲƚШŔŉШŰĲĦĲƚƚċƖǃќ/ћ?ĲŉŔŰŔƣĲũǃШŰŸƣќ. The responses 
collated from the drop-in sessions were as follows: 

 

The following conclusions can be drawn: 

¶ A clear majority of respondents would be against any development of the grass area Site 
D. 

Figure 24 - Drop-in response to smaller site options 
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¶ For any of the remaining sites (A, B, C, E, F) less than 1/3 of respondents would say 
љĬĲŉŔŰŔƣĲũǃШŰŸƣњЯШƽőŔũĲШċШůċŢŸƖŔƣǃШƽŸƨũĬШċĦĦĲƓƣШĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣШŸŰШƣőĲШƚŔƣĲƚ љŔŉШŰĲĦĲƚƚċƖǃњ.  

¶ The sites A (Wood Place) and F (Manse and grounds) would be preferred over any of 
the other sites, with the Manse and grounds most popular.  

¶ The sites C (Park Place) and F (Manse and grounds) received the highest numbers of 
љǃĲƚШƓũĲċƚĲњШƖĲƚƓŸŰƚĲƚЯШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШManse and grounds most popular by this measure 
also. 

Of the favourite sites, only Park Place is in council ownership. It should be noted that probably 
only a small portion of the ground is suitable for development, while the Orchard area is at risk 
of flooding (Figure 25)11. 

5.3.2 Larger sites within Green Belt  

The evidence report and survey broadly confirm that there is a need to add certain types of 
housing to meet the needs of the community, but any sites within the settlement boundary are 
small and may not even be available or practical. What if, say 15, or 25 new units are needed, to 
meet the particular housing needs of our community?  There are clearly no sites large enough 
for such a development within the current settlement boundary.  

From the suggestions made by residents in the LPP Survey of 2024, the LPP working group 
identified a number of sites outwith the settlement boundary which could be considered for 
release from the Green Belt, if such release is necessary to meet the needs of the community. A 
major focus of the drop-in sessions was to obtain the views of the residents on which of these 
ƚŔƣĲƚШƽŸƨũĬШĤĲШċШћũĲċƚƣШƽŸƖƚƣќШĦőŸŔĦĲЮ To inform the consultation, each site was presented with 
a ŰƨůĤĲƖШŸŉШћƓƖŸƚШċŰĬШĦŸŰƚќЯШĤċƚĲĬШŸŰШũŸĦċũШťŰŸƽũĲĬŊĲШċŰĬШƣőĲШƓũċŰŰŔŰŊШőŔƚƣŸƖǃЮШThe sites can 
conveniently be grouped also into the sub-areas of the Green Belt, identified above. 

 

11 https://data.stirling.gov.uk/maps/stirling -council::flood -risk-management-river-surface-coastal-
future-layers-sepa-open-data/about?path= - Quick link https://arcg.is/1jqSKj1 
 

Figure 25 - Flood risk for park Place area (Site C) 

https://data.stirling.gov.uk/maps/stirling-council::flood-risk-management-river-surface-coastal-future-layers-sepa-open-data/about?path=
https://data.stirling.gov.uk/maps/stirling-council::flood-risk-management-river-surface-coastal-future-layers-sepa-open-data/about?path=
https://arcg.is/1jqSKj1
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All of these sites are currently in private ownership, and the suggestion of these sites came 
initially from the public rather than from the landowners. However, for several of these sites (1, 
2, 4, 6), the Community Council and/or the LPP working group have had presentations from the 
landowners or their agents, confirming that they are interested in development. For the 
remaining sites (3, 5, 7)  we have had no contact with the landowners. 

5.3.2.1 Green Belt NORTH sites 

The larger sites labelled 1 and 2 have been considered in this part of the Green Belt. For the 
drop-ŔŰШƚĲƚƚŔŸŰƚЯШƚŸůĲШťŰŸƽŰШћƓƖŸƚќШċŰĬШĦŸŰƚШƽĲƖĲШbriefly listed.  

 1 A81 - South side (before Care Home) 

Owned: Private (& interested)  Status:  Grazing 

Pros: 7ƨƚШƖŸƨƣĲбШÉŸƨƣőШŉċĦŔŰŊбШћÅĲĤċũċŰĦĲќШƚĲƣƣũĲůĲŰƣе 

Cons: Remote from amenities?; visual impact from N; Lower part floods 

 2 A81 - North side (opposite Ballewan Crescent) 

Owned: Private (& interested)  Status:  Grazing 

Pros: 7ƨƚШƖŸƨƣĲбШÉŸƨƣőШŉċĦŔŰŊбШћÅĲĤċũċŰĦĲќШƚĲƣƣũĲůĲŰƣе 

Cons: Remote from amenities? Visual impact from N 

Flood risk has been identified for a substantial part of Site 1.  A flood risk map for the area is 
reproduced in Figure 26, with the site labels added.  

As mentioned, the landowner has presented these sites for consideration to a community 
council meeting in 2024 and to the LPP Working Group more recently. Housing to meet the 
needs of the community is part of the proposal for sites 1 and/or 2, should they be released 
from the Green Belt. 
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ÅĲŉĲƖĲŰĦĲƚШƣŸШћƖĲĤċũċŰĦŔŰŊќ the settlement refer to the fact that the bulk of development in 
recent decades has gravitated to the southern, Strathblane end of the village. This has left the 
Blanefield end, including retail business, feeling rather isolated. Over that timescale, this end of 
the village has lost shops, a pub and a post office. It is considered that development on sites 1 
and/or 2 could halt further decline, bringing new energy and economic life to the western end of 
the settlement. 

Development at these locations would also create an opportunity to address the Number One 
concern of residents at this end of the village: speeding traffic and danger to pedestrians . 
This problem is already going to get much worse with the Killearn Hospital development. 
Development on these sites is adjacent the bus route. New pedestrian/active travel routes 
must of course be integrated into the development.  

As will be seen from the drop-in session responses below (Figure 28), both sites 1 and 2 were 
most favoured  as a location for new housing,  with less than a quarter of respondents 
rejecting them outright. Less than a fifth of those with an opinion, would object to housing on 
Site 2. 

It must be stressed that any development proposals can only be supported if they are delivering 
ыĲǂĦũƨƚŔƻĲũǃШŸƖШƓƖĲĬŸůŔŰċŰƣũǃьШƣőĲШљƖŔŊőƣШƣǃƓĲњШŸŉШőŸƨƚŔŰŊЯШċĦĦŸƖĬŔŰŊШƣŸШƣőĲШŰĲĲĬƚШŸŉШŸƨƖШ
community as identified above. 

Subject to satisfactory enhancements in traffic management, and subject to guarantees that 
any development would be geared to community need, we could support the release of Sites 1 
and/or 2 for the right kind development. 

5.3.2.2 Green Belt EAST sites 

The larger sites labelled 3 and 4 have been considered in this part of the Green Belt. For the 
drop-ŔŰШƚĲƚƚŔŸŰƚЯШƚŸůĲШťŰŸƽŰШћƓƖŸƚќШċŰĬШĦŸŰƚШƽĲƖĲШĤƖŔĲŉũǃШũŔƚƣĲĬЮШAfter the drop-in sessions, a 
Site 7 was added, for reasons explained below. This site is labelled 7.  

Figure 26 - Flood risk map for Green Belt NORTH area (Sites 1, 2) 
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 3 Campsie Rd - North side  (Standing Stone field) 

Owned: Private  Status:  Grazing 

Pros: South facing; level 

Cons: Downstream flood risk; visual impact from E & S; >400m from bus route 

4 Campsie Rd - South side (beyond Braidgate) 

Owned: Private ( & interested)  Status:  Grazing/ Cemetery allocation 

Pros: South facing 

Cons: 
Cemetery needed; Refused already by Court of Session; prehistoric monument; 
downstream flood risk; visual impact; mostly >400m from bus 

*7 Campsie Rd т North side (behind Broadgate Farm) 

Owned: Private   Status:  Grazing 

Pros: Identified by Stirling Green Belt Review as weakly related to Green Belt aims. 

Cons: Not canvassed during drop-in sessions; >400m from bus; unbalancing settlement?  

 

* Some visitors to the drop-in sessions commented that the field behind Broadgate Farm would 
be an alternative to site 3; less obtrusive and without the historic monument.  Additionally, this 
ƚŔƣĲШƽċƚШőŔŊőũŔŊőƣĲĬШŔŰШÉƣŔƖũŔŰŊќƚШΞΜΞΠШ]ƖĲĲŰШ7ĲũƣШƖĲƻŔĲƽШċƚШċŰШƨŰŸĤƣƖƨƚŔƻĲШƚŔƣĲШƽőŔĦőШĦŸƨũĬШĤĲШ
considered for release without  unduly impacting the setting of the settlement. For these 
reasons, we have added it to the list as Site 7 on the map of Figure 22 and in the table below, 
ċũŸŰŊШƽŔƣőШƚŸůĲШћƓƖŸƚќШċŰĬШћĦŸŰƚќШĬĲƖŔƻĲĬШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШĦŸŰƣĲǂƣЮШIf any proposals should come 
forward relating to this site 7, it should be remembered that Site 7 has not been subject to the 
same consultation as sites 1-6. 

Flood risk, particularly for the settlement downstream, was a particular concern when Site 4 
was previously applied and fought for through appeal.  A flood risk map for the area is 
reproduced in Figure 27, with the site labels added.  
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As mentioned, an agent for Site 4 has presented the site again to the LPP Working Group more 
recently. An indicative layout suggested fewer houses than the proposals rejected in the past, 
which would be located away from the wetter parts of the site. We have had no contact with 
owners or agents for Sites 3 and 7.   

As will be seen from the drop-in session responses below, neither site 3 nor 4 was popular as a 
location for new housing. Roughly one third of respondents would consider these sites, if 
necessaryЯШĤƨƣШƖŸƨŊőũǃШőċũŉШĲǂƓƖĲƚƚĲĬШљĬĲŉŔŰŔƣĲũǃШŰŸƣњЮШ 

Any proposed release of this land would be counter to previous undertakings, would further 
ћƨŰĤċũċŰĦĲќШƣőĲШƚĲƣƣũĲůĲŰƣШƣŸШƣőĲШĬĲƣƖŔůĲŰƣШŸŉШƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣƚШċŰĬШĤƨƚŔŰĲƚƚĲƚШċƣШƣőĲШwestern end of 
the settlement. Any development on Site 3 would leave the cemetery extension without a 
convenient location and would undermine the plans to create a new hard boundary. Problems 
of traffic and flooding downstream would not be addressed, nor sustainable public transport. 

Given the above, we do not support development on any of the sites 3, 4 or 7. 

5.3.2.3 Green Belt SOUTH sites 

The larger sites labelled 5 and 6 have been considered in this part of the Green Belt. For the 
drop-ŔŰШƚĲƚƚŔŸŰƚЯШƚŸůĲШťŰŸƽŰШћƓƖŸƚќШċŰĬШĦŸŰƚШƽĲƖĲШĤƖŔĲŉũǃШũŔƚƣĲĬЮШ 

5 cŸƖƚĲƚќШŉŔĲũĬШыĤĲǃŸŰĬШĲŰĬШŸŉШ?ƨůĤƖŸĦťШÅŸċĬь 

Owned: Private  Status:  Grazing (horses) 

Pros:  

Cons: 
Rejected in public enquiry; High slope; North facing;  
>400m from bus; Dumbrock Road congested; visual impact from village & Wildlife 
Sanctuary 

Figure 27 - Flood risk map for Green Belt EAST area (sites 3, 4, 7) 
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6 Milndavie Road т South side (Opposite new flats on Bluerisk site) 

Owned:  Private (& interested)  Status:  Grazing 

Pros: Near bus route (but no footpath) 

Cons: No pedestrian route to village?; visual impact on approach; precedent for sprawl south? 

Site 5 was rejected in a full public enquiry some decades ago. At the drop-in sessions, as seen 
in Figure 28, this site produced the strongest negative opinion of all sites, with only 10% in 
favour and 62% ŔŰШƣőĲШљĬĲŉŔŰŔƣĲũǃШŰŸƣњШĦċƣĲŊŸƖǃЮШ 

Site 6 has been presented to us on behalf of the landowner. However, reaction against this site 
was also strongly negative in the drop-in sessions ыΡΥӖШљĬĲŉŔŰŔƣĲũǃШŰŸƣњь. Sites in this South part 
of the Green Belt are seen to be clearly in conflict with the primary purpose of the Strathblane 
Green Belt, and also the setting of the village, as well as the climate resilience and adaptability. 
The elevated position and lack of feasible pedestrian access to the village also mean that it is 
not well connected with the settlement, despite its proximity.  

We do not support release of either site 5 and 6 for development. 

5.3.3 Resident opinion s on Larger Sites 

In the drop-in sessions, residents were able to rank these sites in order of preference for 
ĬĲƻĲũŸƓůĲŰƣЯШŸŰШċШƚĦċũĲШћòĲƚШƓũĲċƚĲќоћòĲƚШŔŉШŰĲĦĲƚƚċƖǃќоћ?ĲŉŔŰŔƣĲũǃШŰŸƣќЮШÑőĲШƖĲƚƓŸŰƚĲƚШĦŸũũċƣĲĬШ
from the drop-in sessions were as follows: 

The conclusions drawn above are included in the section Conclusion and Recommendations 
below. 

Figure 28 - Drop-in response to larger site options 
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6 DELIVERING FOR AND STRENGTHENING OUR COMMUNITY 

6.1 RESILIENCE AND SUSTAINABILITY  

Guiding principle 3. Our local economy needs to be resilient for a 
productive, liveable and sustainable community 

Respondents were asked how important they felt it was for SCC and SCDT to be doing more on 
the issues relating to sustainability and climate change (Q24).  A clear majority (over 75%) were 
of the opinion that it was important, with 
nearly half according it high importance, 
particularly females, although less 
importance was given by the 45-54 age-
group. Of those who thought it was 
important, 130 respondents gave examples 
of what SCC or SCDT could be doing.   

The most common themes that emerged 
from all these ideas can be summarised as: 

1. Improvement of Public Transport: Many respondents emphasised the need for better 
public transport to reduce car usage. Suggestions included more frequent bus services, 
integration with wider transport networks, and lobbying for country-wide bus passes. 

2. Recycling and Waste Management: 
There were numerous calls for enhanced 
recycling facilities, including specific 
mentions of recycling for items like 
blister packs, tetra packs, and soft 
plastics. Respondents also highlighted 
the need for better waste disposal to 
discourage littering and fly-tipping. 

3. Electric Vehicle Charging: 15% of respondents mentioned the need for electric vehicle 
charging points throughout the village. 

4. Renewable Energy Initiatives: Several respondents suggested the installation of renewable 
energy sources such as solar panels, wind turbines, and community energy projects. There 
were also mentions of exploring hydroelectric power and community heating systems. 

5. Flood Prevention and Green Spaces: The importance of flood prevention measures was 
frequently  mentioned, with suggestions for better drainage systems and safeguarding green 
spaces. Respondents also called for more tree planting and the maintenance of green areas. 

6. Energy Efficiency: the need to improve the energy efficiency of buildings. Suggestions 
include better insulation, reducing energy bills for village-owned buildings, and community 
education on energy-saving measures. The range of suggestions indicates a strong interest in 
multiple aspects of energy efficiency.  

љƚƨƓĲƖШŔŰƣĲƖĲƚƣŔŰŊЯШőŸƓĲШƣőĲƖĲШƽŔũũШĤĲШŉƨƖƣőĲƖШ
consultation on developments going forward. 
fШƚƣŔũũШĬŸŰќƣШŉƨũũǃШƨŰĬĲƖƚƣċŰĬШƣőĲШƓƖŸĦĲƚƚЮШÑőĲШ
community helps its sustainability as a 
ĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШŰŸƣШċШĦŸůůƨƣĲƖШƣŸƽŰЮШњ 

Q24 



Strathblane Local Place Plan 2025  DRAFT 

 

 41 

7. Active Travel: better cycling and walking routes to encourage non -car travel . This 
included safer cycle paths and footpaths connecting outlying areas with the village. 

8. Community Engagement and Education: organising community events to promote 
sustainability, such as upcycling workshops, repair cafes, and educational sessions on 
reducing carbon footprints. 

9. Local Food and Zero Waste: Promoting local food production and zero waste initiatives, 
such as refill shops and community gardens, was also mentioned. 

6.2 LOCAL INITIATIVES FACILITATED BY SCDT  
An active Allotments working group has also been incorporated into SCDT, with land leased 
locally. The Allotment group organises a well-attended yearly open day.  

The Paths group has linked up all parts of Strathblane and Blanefield, with plans to extend 
further. 

SCDT was instrumental in setting up a working group, Strathblane Wildlife Sanctuary (SWS), to 
promote active involvement and practical projects to further climate action and sustainability. 
An area of land in the centre of the community was leased on a long-term basis and local 
volunteers were engaged to plant over 2000 trees and 
a wildflower meadow, make accessible paths, a pond 
and information boards. Many younger people, 
including children, in the community have 
enthusiastically joined in many of these activities as 
part of a broad voluntary commitment to the area.  

 SCDT hosted five Climate Action film evenings in 
2025, funded by a Community Pride grant by Stirling 
Council. Invited speakers led discussions afterwards and the evenings were very well attended.  

A SCDT-sponsored feasibility study funded by the CARES scheme has been agreed for a 
renewable energy project, in line with the Just Transition principles, involving solar, hydro and 
wind technologies. Several sites will be investigated, and the results will help navigate 
renewable energy initiatives for the community. 

SCDT and SCC have become members of a new charity, Southwest Stirling Climate Action 
Network (SWScan) [SCIO: SC053948], aimed at supporting community-based initiatives across 
the region seeking to mitigate or adapt to climate change and raise awareness of environmental 
sustainability. Its themes include energy (retrofit, power generation), resources (reduce, reuse, 
repair and recycle), food production and consumption, ecology (local nature conservation 
sites, nature corridors), travel (bus services, linking walking/cycling paths between 
communities) and education (schools). It aims to help connect knowledge bases and supports 
connectivity between the rural villages.  

6.3 NATURAL ASSETS, CONSERVATION AND RESTORATION ACTIONS 
Action is needed to halt local biodiversity and soil carbon loss and to support (natural) flood 
mitigation. Promoting nature education and outdoor activities promotes connectivity with our 
surrounding world and is known to increase (mental) health.   

љ?ĲƻĲũŸƓŔŰŊШƓċƣőƚШċƖŸƨŰĬШƣőĲШ
village great! - extend to the Beech 
Tree? Allotments have added to 
community mental health support 
ŉŸƖШƓĲŸƓũĲњ  
























































































