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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON - COME AND JOIN US

Please join the Community Council on November 29t from 6.30pm. There will be
music from 7.00pm from the Dunbarton Wind Assemble, mince pies and mulled
wine. This is a free event but donations on the evening will ensure that we can
continue to provide the village Christmas tree. A card reader will be available on
the evening for those of us who no longer carry cash.

See you there!

The Community Council would like to thank Duff Trees who have again provided
the spectacular tree which lights up our village with Christmas Spirit.

BLANE VALLEY ALLOTMENTS

Hi, has anyone seen our growing manual? We have a box of our books which the
library kindly keeps for us in the Orange Crate beside the Seed Library. On the top
is usually our loose-leaf binder Allotment Throughout the Year. It is missing,
possibly having been borrowed. It is really useful for our newer growers who we
can send to the library to take out the pages on the fruits and vegetables they want
to grow and copy them, so they have their own personal growing manual and

leaving the folder as a permanent reference resource for our members and other
local growers. We are especially sorry to lose track of it as it was presented to us by Sir Archie and Lady Juliet
when they opened the allotments in 2012. It has been a much valued and used resource and we hope it can
be found and returned to the library soon.

If you are interested in growing your own fruit and flowers, come and talk to us. You will find an application
form on our website. We can meet and discuss options with you and show you round.
https://blanevalleyallotments.com Contact Sheena McDonald on 07801813096 with any queries.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING November 2024

To be held in the Thomas Graham Community Library, 12 Kirkburn Road,

Strathblane, Glasgow G63 9ED on Thursday 28 November at 7.30pm

You do not need to register to attend this meeting, but it will help us if you do. The ég‘m’gﬁgplﬁéﬁg

agenda for the AGM is the formal business of the resolutions and voting on those.

Following the formal business there will be a presentation on the Local Place Plan.

New SCDT Board Members urgently needed!

Strathblane Community Development Trust (SCDT) and Thomas Graham Library Ltd (TGLL), our subsidiary that
owns and manages the library building, needs new Board members. They are both important roles and
contribute much to our community. The roles are not onerous and involve around 6 meetings a year with
some specific tasks depending on your skill set and time.

TGLL is particularly looking for someone with the skills to run their website and booking system. Encouraging
more use of the community rooms in the library brings in much needed income to pay for ongoing
maintenance of the building. Please help!

Follow scdt@strathblane.online to find out more, to register for the AGM or cast a Proxy Vote.
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Strathblane Community Council Oct/Nov 24 Update

From Chair Julie Hutchison

October
JH congratulated everyone involved with the library
project on being highly commended at the RRCS awards.

Matters arising:

Councillor Fraser reported to JH that Estates is still
looking into the siting of a new cemetery beyond
Braidgate.

We raised several issues with Roads, including the speed
limit on the A891. We have asked several times for this
to be extended beyond Braidgate but have been told by
the Roads Officer that this is not possible. A resident has
now asked for this to happen, and it has been agreed. JH
raised the issue of residents being given different
answers to us with G McG.

GE asked Constable McCammon about the recent
vandalism in the school and playpark. He replied that
enquiries are ongoing and that officers are accessing CT
cameras to try to trace the culprit.

Local Place Plan update:

There is a small group working on this, identifying
possible sites for houses and discussing results with
residents. We had a meeting with SC a couple of weeks
ago and now have a new date for submission of 4th July
2025. We are continuing to work on our plan and this
item will remain on the agenda. JH thanked AT for his
work on the plan so far.

Correspondence:

We received an email from Gary Ralston at SC asking for
volunteers to clear side roads and footpaths in the
winter. SC will provide training and equipment and are
happy to send somebody to a CC meeting to talk about
this

There is a new booklet about services available for
elderly residents and this is available in the library.

AOCB:

GE attended a meeting at BHS about a minibus that the

school is hoping to purchase. They hope to fund this via
community grants and asked for support from the local

CCs. CC members agreed to this.

As the school Christmas Fair is being held on December
6th, we will have to change the proposed date for our
Christmas lights switch on. We now hope to hold it on
November 29th. We will need to purchase some
replacement lights for the VC, and we have been asked
to fund some lights for the flower tubs. This was
agreed.

November

We were sad to hear of the death of Margaret Birsley
who was recently elected as leader of the council.

Matters arising:

JH has contacted Duff Trees, and they are happy to
supply a Christmas tree again this year at the same price
as last year. We will now switch on the lights on
November 29th.

Local Place Plan Update:

The working group has a meeting on Monday November
11th when we will discuss ideas to take the Place Plan
forward. Sharon Marklow from Planning is happy to
attend a CC meeting. We will invite her to our January
meeting.

Paths:

The Paths Group want to make a viable walking/cycling
route along the old railway line from Station Road to
join the WHW. A tree has fallen across the

existing path near the new bridge and the fence
bordering Duntreath has fallen onto the path, making it
impassable. RB has been in touch with the Access
officer from Scottish Water who agrees that the
condition of the path is unacceptable. Their legal team
says that there is a dispute with Duntreath over who is
responsible for dealing with this.

Correspondence:

There are two surveys as part of the last Big
Conversation. One has just closed but the second one
will be live next year. We will put it on Facebook and
encourage residents to complete it. There will be hard
copies in the library.

Scout post 3

Get your local Christmas cards delivered by
the 36th Forth Valley Beaver, Cub and Scout
groups. Suggested donation 50p per card.
There will be post boxes and donation tins in

GET IN TOUCH

SCC Email at contact@strathblanecc.org.uk or via our website www.strathblanecc.org.uk
Your Community Councillors

Julie Hutchison 770791 Andrew Thompson 770838 Rob Davies 771921 Pam Lee 07801 417655 Eleanor Balfour

Grace Edmonds 770800 John Gray 771031 Kate Ramsden 07801372588 and lan Boardley
Additional Sources Community Website wwwstrathblane.online
Library; Notice boards; Shops; Local weekly press & the Facebook Strathblanefield page

the library, Vishnu's shop and the church.

Strathblane Community Development Trust Enquiries and Booking Contacts
Post boxes will be available from 1/12/24 Email: scdt@strathblane.online Edmonstone Hall
untiI 13/12/24 PIease be aware that it'S Website: www.strathblane.online Kim Jones via info@edmonstonehall.co.uk

We deliver projects with grant funding to enhance the The Village Club

children and volunteers delivering SO we can village. Please consider joining if you are not already a Check schedule @www.villageclub1911 or

only deliver within the village and need house member.

numbers to find the right recipients.

Email: stathblanevc@gmail.com
Library Community Rooms
Email:  info@thomasgrahamlibrary.com

Merry Christmas!

The Blane Valley Bulletin is published by Strathblane Community Council and distributed to all households in our community

council area by a group of volunteers accountable to the Community Council. Contact us at contact@strathblanecc.org.uk
issue is published with the anonymous but much-appreciated support of a local resident.
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Pension Credit

your living costs if you're over State Pension age and on
a low income. You can get Pension Credit even if you have other
income, savings or own your own home.

Advantages of claiming Pension Credit:

+ Pension Credit is often known as the ‘gateway benefit; if you
are eligible, even for £1 you could get access to a free TV
Licence, help with glasses, travel to NHS appointments and
assistance with dental treatment.

+ Qualifying for £1 of Pension Credit can mean that you may be
eligible for full Housing Benefit and Council Tax Reduction.

+ You might get extra help if you're a carer, severely disabled, or
responsible for a child or young person.

+ You can get help with funeral costs if you are responsible for
the funeral.

+  You will be eligible for Winter Fuel Payment.

+ You are eligible to apply for the Support for Mortgage interest
loan.

stirling Council Advice Services can help you to check if you are
entitled to Pension Credit, and to make a claim.

If you would like to find out more about your entitlement to
benefits, please contact us. You can call us on 01786 233528 or
email us at moneyadvice@stirling.gov.uk.

We provide free, confidential, and impartial money debt and
benefit advice to anyone living in the Stirling Council area.

Pension Credit gives you extra money to help with - —

Got a minor injury? NHS
Moz,

Forth Valley

Call first before you attend

If you or a member of your family has an injury that
needs urgent or immediate attention, you should call NHS 24 first on
111, day or night for:

. Healthcare Advice - without having to leave home

. An appointment at a local centre for further assessment or
treatment—so you don’t need to wait when you attend.

The Minor Injuries team can help adults and children over 12 months
who have a recent minor

I‘njurv, including: . Minor ear injuries

. Minor eye injuries
Infected wounds
Insect bites and stings

- Sprains and strains

- Suspected broken bones
- Minor head injuries

. Minor burns and scalds

If you attend the Minor Injuries Unit without arranging an
appointment via NHS 24 you may have to wait longer to be seen or
could be asked to come back later.

You can call NHS 24 on 111 any time, day or night if you:
. Think you need to attend A&E but it’s not life threatening

- Are too ill to wait for your GP practise, pharmacist or dentist to
open

. Need urgent mental health advice and guidance

Remember if your condition is serious or life threatening you should

dial 999 or go straight to A&E.

More information Right Care

Right Place

www.nhsforthvalley.com/rightcare

ALASTAIR SAVAGE
THE FIDDLE AND ROBERT BURNS
with GREGOR BLAMEY - PIANO/ACCORDION

d
JOHN SHEDDEN - NARRATOR

<

moment'

(Herald)
‘Superlative musicianship' (BrightYoungFolk.com)

‘Music in the

SATURDAY 25TH JANUARY, 3pm

STRATHBLANE AND BLANEFIELD
VILLAGE CLUB

Tickets £12, £10 [Concession)
from TicketSource or at the door before concert

www.alastairsavage.co.uk @Scotsfiddler

+ = THE GLASGOW
PHOENIX CHOIR

Conductor: Cameron Murdoch
Accompanist: Matthew Mcllree

% presents

‘THE GLORY
of CHRISTMAS’

a feast of seasonal music

at

STRATHBLANE

Parish Church
Campsie Rd G63 9AA

Saturday 07 December
2024 at 7.00pm

Tickets: £10
from the Fellowship Group,
Strathblane Library or online at

* Proceeds to Church Funds Scottish Charity SC007261

WM<N&Cumxeoqhulnnx couk-Tol: 07711 421347
of www.phoenixchor.org ~ a Scottish Charity SC002904




Thomas Graham Community Library, Strathblane
T: 01360 770737  E: strathblanelibrary@stirling.gov.uk

Games Club For Grown Ups 10.30am-12.30pm Fortnightly Tuesday
2 Drop in 19" Nov
"""" Chess, Scrabble, Cards, Jigsaws etc 3" Dec
Coffee and chat! 17th Dec
, 5 se 14" Jan
E‘_. 28" Jan
Needles and Natter 10.30am-12.30pm Fortnightly Tuesday
Drop in 26" Nov
Knitting, embroidery, sewing, stitching, coffee & chat 10 Dec
7t Jan
21 Jan
Strathendrick Stitchers@ the Library | Make a Fun Fabric Christmas Bauble Saturday 14th

Please book in advance to allow for materials
£2.00 to cover costs For all ages 8 to 80

December. Drop in
from 11am until
12 30pm

Book Group 7.30 p.m. Monthly
[ Contact the library for details

3" Tuesday evening of
the month

7.30pm Monthly
Contact the Library for details

1% Tuesday evening of
the month

2.30 p.m. Monthly drop in Friday
Babies and toddlers 29" Nov
Rhymes and stories with wee ones. 20%" Dec
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Monthly drop in Thursday
Advice on all matters, including Energy Issues and Fuel 28™ Nov
bills 19* Dec
Drop In Sessions. No Need To Book
Lego Drop In Session 11.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 25" January

Kits and Freestyle building.
Open to 6-9 years accompanied by adults

Help Tackle The Winter Blues!

The Library now has a SAD lamp. Drop in, sit, read the paper or do some work, and help boost your

mood in these dark days. There might even be a cuppal!

Community Rooms

Italian 1B Thomas Graham Community Library Monday mornings

Meditation Thomas Graham Community Library Monday evenings

Renaissance Thomas Graham Community Library Wednesday Evening

Blane Writers Thomas Graham Community Library Thursday morning
Fortnightly

Spanish 1B Thomas Graham Community Library Friday morning

Music for Dads Thomas Graham Community Library Saturday morning

To book a community room please go to the TGLL website thomasgrahamlibrary.com




